
The Power of the Cross 

 

This is POWER MONTH: 

 Last week - Power of the Resurrection – His victory is my victory 

 Power of the Cross -  

 Power of Forgiveness – Power of Unforgiveness! 

 Power of the Blood – What’s blood got to do with it? 

 
Before we get in to our message this morning I need to give you a little insight on what 

we are going to do on Sunday nights this month. As Jesus was nearing the end of his time 

on earth He put something in place that was meant to CAPTURE who He was and be 

used by Him to change this world. When He said “I will build MY CHURCH” – Matt 

16:18 - that word had never been used in a Biblical Context. It was not a Bible Word!  

 

So just what is the New Testament Church? What it is SUPPOSED TO BE? 

 

The first week we are going to look at those first words in Matthew 16:15-19. 

When a word is used for the first time in the Bible it is called the “Law of First Mention” 

and it comes with details that are critical to our understanding.  

 
1Cor. 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

We have made the cross into every kind of sparkly, trendy jewelry we can. You see half 

of Hollywood with crosses around their neck. Crosses on chains. Earrings. Big diamond 

crosses. And very little in their lives looks anything like the Christ who died on the cross.  

 

The world has done its best to make the cross cool! But the cross is NOT COOL. 

 
The cross was the cruelest form of punishment reserved for the scum of the earth! 

It is associated with failure, shame, rejection, torment, torture, and death!  

 

We have moved away from preaching THAT CROSS. Why do we need a cross? We 

have a savior? What does the cross have to do with OUR lives? Paul said the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to those who are BEING saved it is the 

POWER of God! (not power in Christ, resurrection, but in THE CROSS!) 

 

The cross has POWER to those BEING saved. We are Saved from our sin, that is a one 

time thing. But we are BEING saved, spirit, soul and body. That is an ongoing process 

and the CROSS has a part to play in that.  

 

Heb. 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, who for the joy set 

before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 

of the throne of God.  

 



Jesus endured the SHAME of the CROSS. The KING OF GLORY ON A CROSS!  

Maybe we need to shift our thinking!  

 

Gal. 6:12 Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to 

be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  

 

You don’t make friends with the cross. You can dress it up to make your flesh feel better.  

You either embrace it – and take the persecution that comes with it, or you run from it!  

 

Gal. 5:11 And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? 

then is the offence of the cross ceased.  

 

The cross is offensive. It offends our neat and clean ‘God is Love’ Christianity.  

The cross is an offense to sin. You can’t have a Christ without a Cross!!! 

 

Phil. 3:18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even 

weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:  

 

The cross has enemies. WHY? 

 

Most of our political leaders profess some form of belief in Christ, but MANY of them 

are enemies of the cross. OUR LAWS and our LIVES DO NOT REFLECT what Christ 

died for! Enemies of life. Enemies of truth. Enemies of justice. Enemies of sacrifice.  

 

Bottom line on all of this is that The Cross is a constant reminder of the 

COST of TRUE SALVATION. 
 

There is nothing pretty about it. It is a rugged, rustic CONSTANT reminder OF JUST 

WHAT ‘SAVED by GRACE’ COST.  The cross is a humbling, all or nothing proposition 

 

For me to LIVE the LIFE, I have to DIE!!  

I cannot truly come to Christ without passing through the cross! 

 

Life in the shadow of the cross is DEATH to me! 

 

We have in one of our Courses the story of an older retired Missionary that returned to 

his alma mater to speak at their graduation. It was a school where they educate great 

leaders and speakers. Of course the missionaries speech was simple and lacked the 

eloquence and self serving words we find in so many speakers. As he was nearing the end 

of his speech, some of the students were making fun of him. On said to the other, “He 

didn’t say much did he.” A student in the row behind them simply leaned forward and 

said, “A man on a cross doesn’t have to say much.”  

 

It is often our LIVING that speaks to others. For many - their LIFE negates their words 

because there is no CROSS in their lives!  

 



1Cor. 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom 

of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  

 

The Power of the Cross is not in words, it is in Action – how we live our life. If our 

actions don’t match our words, then the Cross has no effect – on us, or anyone else.  

 

Matt. 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he 

must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 

 

‘My cross’ is denying ME – my soul – rulership in my life.  (3 of 4 gospels!) 

 

Gal. 5:24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 

and desires. (impaled on a cross – put to death)  

 

THAT DOESN’T MAKE IT IN TO OUR CONVERSATIONS MUCH!   

What did you crucify today honey?  That’s a valid question!! 

 

HERE IS THE POWER OF THE CROSS: 

 

Col. 2:14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us 

and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 

 

OUR SINS WERE (PAST TENSE) NAILED TO THE CROSS. That is why Romans 

says consider yourself dead to sins. You have to pull them off of the cross and resurrect 

them to continue to live in them. You can take a stand against sin in your life. All your 

sin as far as God is concerned is BC - Before Christ. (You sins are ‘under the blood’. 

Sandra will talk about this in a couple weeks.) They are powerless unless you empower 

them. That is what dying to self, talking up your cross, crucifying your flesh are about. 

Keeping the sin nature ON THE CROSS! (Fasting is a big help here!) 

 

1Pet. 2:24 “He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to 

sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 

 

Col. 2:15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle 

of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

 

Last Week – Your Enemies are Stripped, humiliated, powerless!! 

 

Gal. 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me. 

 

This is not commonly understood or taught, but Jesus death on the cross was more than 

just symbolism, and more than just substitution, where He took my place. He not only 

died FOR me, HE DIED AS ME. If you really understand scripture, IT IS AS IF YOU 

DIED on that CROSS as far as sin is concerned. My sin nature was crucified WITH 



CHRIST. (We are willing to have someone die for our sins. Are we willing to die to them 

ourselves?) 

 

Rom. 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.   

 

LEAVE YOU WITH SOME PICTURES – IMAGES TO HELP EMPOWER THE 

CROSS IN YOUR LIVES… 

 

I WOULD REALLY LIKE YOU TO SEE THE CROSS AS A STAKE THAT 

HEAVEN DROVE IN THE GROUND THAT SETS A BORDER – A BOUNDRY 

LINE FOR YOUR LIFE!  

 

SIN = THIS FAR AND NO MORE! SICKNESS – NAILED TO THE CROSS. 

HABITS, ADDICTIONS, FEAR, DEPRESSION - NAILED TO THE CROSS.  

 

PRIDE – NAILED TO THE CROSS. 

 

LEGALLY, NOTHING BEFORE THE CROSS HAS A RIGHT TO EXIST IN YOUR 

LIFE! You are no longer citizens of THAT kingdom and it has no legitimate power!! 

 

I WOULD LIKE YOU TO SEE THE CROSS AS A SWORD IN YOUR HAND. 

You USE the Message and Power of the CROSS to take your stand!!  

 

SOME OF US NEED TO DO SOME SPIRITUAL HARI KARI AND PUT SOME 

STUFF TO DEATH BY THE POWER OF THE CROSS. Our flesh, our mouth, our eyes 

need to be pierced/crucified/impaled on the cross.  

 

(When we talk about the power of forgiveness next week, some of us need to fall on the 

sword, fall on the cross, and put some unforgiveness to death!) 

 

I WOULD LIKE YOU TO SEE THE CROSS AS A HYPODERMIC SYRENGE 

THAT CAME FROM HEAVEN - INNOCULATED YOU FROM SIN AND IT’S 

POWER IN YOUR LIFE AND INFUSED YOU WITH THE DIVINE ANTIODOTE 

(The Blood of Jesus! NEXT WEEK!) 

 

Gal. 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me. 

 

MEMORIZE THAT VERSE! DECLARE IT OVER YOUR SELVES.  

 

BE active in your faith.  

 

USE THE POWER OF THE CROSS to EMPOWER THE CHRIST NATURE IN YOUR 

LIFE! 


