
How Spiritual Stuff Works – Grace & Salvation 
Next week – Grace & Life - Then, How God Sets Value/Worth 

Been in Church all my life.  

31 & in Bible school before I knew Grace had anything to do with anything other than Salvation. 

Nearly 40, in full time Ministry, Reading and writing curriculum when I learned what GRACE 

REALLY DOES! 5 Words I rarely if EVER heard in church that changed my life! 

 

If all we know about Grace is that we are forgiven because God Loves Us, we know pretty much 

NOTHING about Grace – or God - or Jesus – or the Cross! Grace is not a ‘get out of hell free’ card. 

A trip to the Cross should be like getting hit by a MACK truck going full speed. Most of us dies – and 

what lives is pretty much a miracle in every single BREATH!!   So BIG GRACE!!! 

 

PROPITIATION or ATONEMENT- The Satisfaction of God's Holiness  

 

Romans 3:25 (NIV) God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement (KJV-Propitiation), through 

faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance (self-restraint) he 

had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- 

 

Propitiation means that Christ satisfied the holiness of God so that he is able to extend grace and 

mercy to lost sinners! 

 

God is a holy God, and because He is holy sin has to be punished.  It can’t JUST be forgiven! 

SOMEONE HAS TO PAY! God cannot break his own law.  If for one instance God broke his law, 

the universe would fall apart. His love doesn't fight against His holiness.  His mercy does not fight 

against his justice. God is not variable. FULLY HOLY AND FULLY LOVING!!  

 

Propitiation describes the God-ward work of Christ on the cross -- He paid the penalty for the broken 

law.  BEFORE HE FORGAVE YOUR DEBT – HE PAID IT WITH HIS LIFE!! Can’t keep 

calling yourself a sinner or you make the cross of no effect! The Cross was not enough?  

 

Lev. 16 - The Great Day of Atonement – one goat died, one carried away.  Blood on the Mercy Seat! 

He becomes our mercy seat. (At One Moment!) The Judgment seat becomes a mercy seat! 

 

SUBSTITUTION 

 

Romans 5:6-8 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might 

possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. (HE DOES NOT LOVE YOU MORE NOW!) 

 

*Christ not only died for us – he took our place 

*He died as us – it was as if we died on that cross (Rom 6:6 …old man crucified with Christ) 

Jesus Christ became man in order to take the penalty for our sins upon himself. 

 

Isaiah 53:4-5 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him 

stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 

crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 

we are healed. 
 

 

 



JUSTIFICATION 
 

The SUPREME RESULT of Jesus' work on the Cross as far as the believer is concerned is that it 

allowed God, the righteous Judge, to justify (make righteous) us, the sinner. Like Abraham, we are 

declared righteous by faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Meaning - The gracious act of God in declaring righteous (LEGALLY IN RIGHT STANDING) the 

sinner who believes on Jesus Christ. God has no ISSUES WITH YOU BC!!! 

 

Justified is Dikaioo to justify. To bring out the fact that a person is righteous, or if he is not, to 

make him righteous. To bring out the fact that he is just.  Not by doing away with his sin or by the 

sinner bearing the sentence.  But to set forth as just and righteous by a judicial act of God, through 

Grace, with Christ Jesus receiving the punishment and paying for it. Not done away with or 

covered, or pardoned - BUT FULLY PAID FOR and therefore forgotten!!! 

 

Justification is the LEGAL WORK OF THE CROSS - it would be impossible for us to be 

reconciled to God and enjoy the benefits of a personal relationship with Him unless we were 

righteous. Holiness and sin cannot mix. WE HAD TO BE FIXED!!!  Just as if I’d never sinned! 

 

Bumper Sticker ‘I’m not perfect – just forgiven.”  HOGWASH!!! CHEAP GRACE! ‘I am rescued 

from the power of darkness and translated into the Son of His Love!”  Col 1:13 

 

There is a lot of stuff that COST ME NOTHING – And COST HIM EVERYTHING that has to 

happen BEFORE I can be forgiven! 
 

RECONCILIATION 

 

Having been justified, now we can enjoy a restored relationship with our Heavenly Father.  He is no 

longer before us as the Judge.  Now we know Him as a Father, sharing with us His Kingdom.  He 

might discipline us as children, but we are no longer dealt with as ‘law breakers.’ 

 

Ephesians 2:12-19 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from 

citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in 

the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through 

the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God 

through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you 

who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the 

Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens 

with God's people and members of God's household,    

 

It means we now experience the FAMILY - friendship and loving-kindness of God.  

(John 15:13-15 I call you friends) One level of citizen in the Kingdom – sons & daughters! 

 

GRACE IS NOT ‘GET OFF THE HOOK’ – GRACE IS ‘GET IN THE GAME!’ 

 

IMPUTATION: GOD CREDITS OUR ACCOUNT 

 

Romans 4:4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. (THAT WAS 

ISRAEL!! ‘Whatever you tell us, we will do….’ Exodus 19:8 = 5 Books of Law!) 5 But to him who 

does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 



6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart 

from works; 

 

This is a financial/accounting term -  

Comes from a Latin word which means "to reckon, or credit, to one's account" (reconcile 

accounts!)  

2 Bankbooks  - one with Christ's name on it = Freedom & Life 

- one with Adam's name on it = Sin & Death 

 

Isaiah 53:12  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with 

the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the 

transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

He was numbered or counted as a transgressor (took the punishment for our debts) 

 

He gave us His righteousness 

He credited to our account His own righteousness - Putting it into our account 

 

2 Co 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in (Christ Jesus) him. 

 

Imputation example:  Book of Philemon.  This was a letter written by Paul to a man named Philemon.  

*Philemon had a slave named Onesimus 

*Onesimus stole from his master Philemon, and fled to the city of Rome trying to hide.   

*Onesimus met Paul and was converted. 

*Onesimus is a picture of a lost sinner: 

-- he was a slave  

-- he had no freedom of his own  

-- he was in bondage  

-- he was a thief  

-- he tried to runaway  

-- he deserved to die.   

Yet Paul loved this man and God loved this man. Paul wrote this letter to Philemon and Onesimus 

carried it to him. Paul wrote: 

Philemon v. 17-19 Receive him (Onesimus) as you would receive me. 18 But if he has wronged you 

or owes you anything, put it on my account. 19 I will repay.  Paul was saying, I want you to impute or 

account his debt to me.  He is bankrupt and has no way of paying. So I will pay his debt!! 

 

 

 

SANCTIFICATION 

 

ADOPTION



 


